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trivium

grammar (skill in comprehending
the facts; included literature)
logic/dialectic  (skill in reasoning out
the relationships between the facts)
rhetoric (skill in effective expression and application
of facts and their relationships; included history)

quadrivium

arithmetic
astronomy (included physics)
geometry (included geography)
music

theology

philosophies
natural
moral

law

medicine

Universities

University of Rome (69-79 A.D.)
University of Bologna, 1158

University of Paris  1180
University of Oxford  1214

University of Naples/Salerno 1224
University of Salamanca  1230

"By 1500 there were seventy-nine
universities in Europe" (Cordasco, 33).

TASK FORCE ON UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION
martin.gliserman@rutgers.edu

Francesco Cordasco, A Brief History of Education . Littlefield,
Adams; Totowa, NJ  [1963] 1987.

western history

Greek
Roman

Christian
medieval

renaissance
reformation

enlightenment
19th century
20th century
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Rutgers Non-Major
Requirements Colleges &

Schools

Rutgers 30-33cr

EW--6cr

H--6cr

M--6cr

SS--6cr

S--6cr

D--3cr

Douglass 39-42cr

EW--6cr

H--9cr

S/M--9cr

SS--9cr

D--3cr

WE--6cr

Livingston 33-36cr

EW--6cr

H--6cr

M--3cr

SS--3cr

S--6cr

IN--3cr

D--6cr

BC--3cr

University 33-36cr

EW--6cr

H--9cr

M/S--9cr

SS--9cr

D--3cr

Cook, 39-48

H--6-12cr

EW--9cr

D/IN--6cr

SS--14-15cr

M/S 10-14

Pharmacy (6 yr D. of Pharmacy)
EW 3 cr

H &/or SS 18 cr

GSE

complete college requirements (plus
prerequisites)

complete major

SCILS
complete college requirements (plus
prerequisites)

Engineering
EW--3cr

H/SS--15Ccr

SOB
complete college requirements (plus
prerequisites)

Bloustein SPP&P
complete college requirements (plus
prerequisites)

MGSA

Dance (36cr)

EW--6cr

H--6cr

M/CS/SS--6cr

Lib.Arts Elective  9cr

Music/History of Arts--9 cr

Music (36cr)

EW--3cr

H--6cr

Literature--3cr

SS--6cr

M/S/CS--6cr

Lib.Arts Elective--12 cr

Theater Arts (36cr)

EW--3cr

H/SS--12 cr

Literature--6cr

Art/Music History--9cr

S/CS/M--6cr

Visual Arts (33 cr)

EW--6cr

H--9cr

SS--9cr

M/S/CS--6 cr

Lib.Arts Elective--3cr

martin.gliserman@rutgers.edu

KEY: EW--expository
writing and college writing;
M--math; S--science; SS--social
science; H--humanities;
CS--computer science;
D--non-Western or diversity; WE--
women's experience;
IN--international; BC--building
community



WAYS OF UNDERSTANDING 
36 Credits

Writing (6 cr)
First Year Writing
Writing in a Discipline (Jr/Sr)

Critical Thinking (3 cr)
reasoning; logical arguments
information literacy

Quantitative  (6 cr)

collect/analyze numerical data
formal, probabilistic,
deductive reasoning
practical problem solving,
analysis, critical evaluation
Math, Statistics, Computer Science

Science (3 cr) process of scientific inquiry

Reflective  (3 cr)

ethics
cultural analysis--gender, race
history
religion
examination of subjectivity

Interdisciplinary (3 cr)
Women and Gender
Environmental/Ecological
Designated  seminars, pairs of courses, etc.

Aesthetic and Cultural  (3 cr)

Literature
Music

Arts
Film

Architecture
Media

Experiential (3 cr)

Study Abroad
CASE (serving; social lab, micro-politics)
Direct Research: Science Labs,  Social,
Psychological Research, etc.

Expressive Culture
Physical Culture

Internships

Global/International 6 cr)

Political Science
History

Language, Literature and Culture
Anthropology

Sociology
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RU INTERIM CURRICULUM  &
TASK FORCE PROPOSAL

Global/International 6 cr)

Political Science
History

Language, Literature and Culture
Anthropology

Sociology

Experiential (3 cr)

Study Abroad
CASE (serving; social lab, micro-politics)
Direct Research: Science Labs,  Social,
Psychological Research, etc.

Expressive Culture
Physical Culture

Internships

Reflective  (3 cr)

ethics
cultural analysis--gender, race

history
religion

examination of subjectivity

Aesthetic and Cultural  (3 cr)

Literature
Music

Arts
Film

Architecture
Media

Interdisciplinary (3 cr)
Women and Gender

Environmental/Ecological
Designated  seminars, pairs of courses, etc.

Science (3 cr)process of scientific inquiry

Quantitative (6 cr)

collect/analyze numerical data
formal, probabilistic,
deductive reasoning

practical problem solving,
analysis, critical evaluation

Math, Statistics, Computer Science

Critical Thinking (3 cr)
reasoning; logical arguments

information literacy

Writing (6 cr)
First Year Writing

Writing in a Discipline (Jr/Sr)

martin.gliserman@rutgers.edu



RUTGERS' REVISED
CURRICULUM & DEPARTMENTS

Rutgers: Ways of Understanding (Revised
General Education Requirements)

Analytic/Synthetic Thought First Year Writing
Writing in a Discipline

Critical Thinking information literacy
reasoning

Quantitative Thinking
collect/analyze numerical data
formal, probabilistic, deductive reasoning
practical problem solving, analysis, critical evaluation

Reflective Thinking
ethics
cultural analysis
examination of subjectivity

Global Cutures
Interdisciplinary Thinking

Experiential
Thinking

Study Abroad
CASE
Direct Research
Internships
Creative courses

DEPARTMENTS

Cultural Epistemologies

Geographic
Cultural Studies

African Studies
American Studies

Asian Studies
East Asian Lang and Area

Jewish Studies
Latin American Studies
Middle Eastern Studies

Puerto Rican & Hispanic
Caribbean Studies

Language and
Literatures

African Lang & Lit
Armenian

Catalan
Chinese
Classics

Comparative Lit
French

German
Greek (Mod and Ancient

Hindi
Hungarian

Italian
Japanese

Korean
Latin

Polish
Portuguese

Russian
Spanish

Ukrainian

Arts

History/Theory

Art History
Cinema Studies

English
Music

Theory/Practice

Theatre Arts
Dance
Music

Art, Visual

Systems Theory

Anthropology
Economics
Geography

HistoryMedieval Studies

Journalism and
Media Studies

Labor Studies
Linguistics
Philosophy

Political Science
Psychology

Religion
Sociology

Women's & Gender Studies

Facilitating
Programs/Departments

Arts and Science (college courses)
Interdisciplinary (FAS)

Study Abroad

Social Pragmatics

Aging
Criminal Justice

Education
Exercise Sci and Sports Studies

Medical Technology
Military Ed

Operations
Research
Social Work

Social Pragmatics

Sciences and
Mathematics

Biochemistry
Biological Sci/s

Cell Bio and Neuro
Chemistry

Cognitive Sci
Computer Sci

Genetics and Microbio
Geological Sci

Marine Sciences
Mathematics

Molecular Bio and Biochem
Physics

Statistics

RU Task Force on Undergraduate Education
martin.gliserman@rutgers.edu

Note Bene: To consider the proposed curriculum, it makes sense to
look at it relative to the existing departments because it is the
departments that will carry out the curriculum. This map shows all the
departments listed in the New Brunswick Undergraduate Catalog
2003-2005. I have divided them into four sub-groups, each with further
branching.



RUTGERS DEGREE

Pharmacy (6 yr D. of Pharmacy)
EW 3 cr

H &/or SS 18 cr

Engineering
EW--3cr

H/SS--15Ccr

SOBcomplete college requirements (plus prerequisites)

Bloustein SPP&Pcomplete college requirements (plus prerequisites)

MGSA

Dance (36cr)

EW--6cr

H--6cr

M/CS/SS--6cr

Lib.Arts Elective  9cr

Music/History of Arts--9 cr

Music (36cr)

EW--3cr

H--6cr

Literature--3cr

SS--6cr

M/S/CS--6cr

Lib.Arts Elective--12 cr

Theater Arts (36cr)

EW--3cr

H/SS--12 cr

Literature--6cr

Art/Music History--9cr

S/CS/M--6cr

Visual Arts (33 cr)

EW--6cr

H--9cr

SS--9cr

M/S/CS--6 cr

Lib.Arts Elective--3cr

SCILScomplete college requirements (plus prerequisites)

GSE
complete college requirements (plus prerequisites)

complete major

Cook, 39-48

H--6-12cr

EW--9cr

D/IN--6cr

SS--14-15cr

M/S 10-14

University 33-36cr

EW--6cr

H--9cr

M/S--9cr

SS--9cr

D--3cr

Livingston 33-36cr

EW--6cr

H--6cr

M--3cr

SS--3cr

S--6cr

IN--3cr

D--6cr

BC--3cr

Douglass 39-42cr

EW--6cr

H--9cr

S/M--9cr

SS--9cr

D--3cr

WE--6cr

Rutgers 30-33cr

EW--6cr

H--6cr

M--6cr

SS--6cr

S--6cr

D--3cr

RUTGERS DEGREE  (36 CREDITS)

WRITING 1

WRITING 2

CRITICAL THINKING

QUANTITATIVE 1

QUANTITATIVE 2

SCIENTIFIC

AESTHETICS

GLOBAL CULTURES 1

GLOBAL  CULTURES 2

INTERDISCIPLINARY

REFLECTIVE

EXPERIENTIAL

KEY: 
EW--expository writing 
M--math 
S--science 
SS--social science 
H--humanities 
CS--computer science
D--non-Western or diversity 
WE-- women's experience
IN--international 
BC--building community

martin.gliserman@rutgers.edu
RU Task Force on Undergraduate Education

NB: These requirements are proposed for
all students regardless of major

PROPOSED RUTGERS CORE

CURRENT CURRICULUM




